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TOUGH TIMES: Steep increase in raw material price and labour shortage have made brick 
costlier.  

BRICK IS one of the main materials in construction, be it buildings, dams, tunnel lining or water 
structures. In recent times, concrete due to its greater strength and mouldability in to any shape has 
replaced bricks in certain segments and RCC framed buildings have become very common.  

Bricks can be manufactured only in places where clay with suitable characteristics is available. In 
Coimbatore District, the Chinnathadagam belt comprising Kanuvai, Chinna Thadagam, Peria 
Thadagam, Mangarai and Anaikatti villages are traditionally known to be suitable for brick making. 
Earlier, ground-moulded bricks, burnt in country kilns were made. Gradually, table- moulded country 
kiln burnt bricks were made. Now, almost 75 per cent of the bricks are produced in big kilns called 
chambers.  

Ground-moulded and table-moulded country kiln brick making are labour intensive and consumed 
more firewood. Production of bricks is only on a limited scale in the traditional kilns. Brick 
manufacturers could produce only 150 to 300 loads annually depending on the investment and 
marketing capabilities.  

But the chamber burning process optimised use of firewood and owing to controlled burning 
process, wastage could be minimised. In a chamber, up to 750 loads can be manufactured annually. 
In the Chinna Thadagam belt there are about 250 brick factories. Of them, nearly 175 units are 
chamber type units as the ground and table moulded traditional kiln bricks are becoming unviable. 
Of the rest, many supply un-burnt bricks to bigger units.  

Chronic problem  

Though the construction industry here is witnessing a boom, the brick-making sector is facing several 
problems. One is labour shortage. This has become a chronic problem due to proximity of 
Coimbatore region to textile centres in the area.  

High wages offered in Palladam, Avanashi and Tirupur towns in the hosiery and weaving units has 
resulted in large-scale migration of workers from the brick industry to the textile sector. 
Consequently, there is huge human resource problem and wage levels of brick moulder and the kiln 
stackers have gone up.  



Mechanisation  

Labour shortage in the brick sector has forced the chamber owners to go in for mechanisation of 
major portion of the jobs. They use excavators, loaders and tippers eliminating 50 per cent of the 
labour involved in brick making. Now labourers are involved only in moulding, stacking and moving 
the burnt bricks into trucks from the chambers. About 100 excavators, 150 tippers and 500 trucks 
are engaged on a given production day in a season in the region.  

There are about 15,000 workers (direct and indirect) in these units and the industry contributes to 
the State Government about Rs.10 crores to Rs. 12.5 crores by way of mining tax, road tax, sales tax 
and other taxes every year. Now the industry is at cross roads due to factors such as levy of eight per 
cent Sales Tax and mining tax, unprecedented rise in the price of firewood, lack of knowledge of 
other energy sources and lack of professional guidance  

Less lucrative  

Owing to the complex issues involved, brick making is becoming less lucrative even for traditional 
brick makers. Consequently, productivity of the chambers is slowly coming down creating a seasonal 
demand for the material. This leads to increase in price levels. In the past three or four months, price 
of bricks has gone up by 30 per cent to 40 per cent. But the price levels are not expected to come 
down to original levels due to the high cost of inputs and the taxes.  

Impact of price increase on building cost: Cost of brick in a residential building is around 15 per cent 
of the total cost. If the cost of brick goes up in a given season by 30 per cent, the over all cost may go 
up by five per cent, which any customer may find it difficult to absorb. In the mean time cost of steel 
and labour are going up.  

In recent years, brick manufacturers have absorbed the increase in inputs costs without 
corresponding increase in the selling price. But now the steep increase inputs force the 
manufacturers to increase the prices.  

Government should encourage this industry and rationalise taxation of the inputs. A few proposals 
may help the brick industry:  

Mining Tax should be abolished.  

Suitable monitoring mechanism in place of Mining Tax.  

Rationalisation of Sales Tax.  

Tax concessions for small manufacturers.  
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